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AFFAIR8 IN FRANCE.

The following Letter, from an occasional corre¬

spondent at Paris, presents a concise general view,
as taken by a disinterested looker-on, of the con¬

dition of things in France at the date at which it is
written. Though it may not add much to the in¬
formation already communicated by our regular
European correspondence, it is interesting as em¬

bracing the impressions of an evidently very in¬

telligent observer.
Paiis, Octobkb 23, 1851.

There ia very litile observable excitement here abroad, not¬

withstanding the state of uncertainty in which we live. Pub¬
lic affura in (hie country have beea for a long time ibe
standing riddle of poliiicieoe. The moment, however, seems
nigh when the enigma matt receive a practical solution.
The President baa begun the work in declaiing for the abro¬
gation of the electoral law of May, I860. The battle ie now
between him and a whole army of Pretenders, all ae ambitious
as himaelf, and not one of them so neceeaary to France.
The elevation of the Prince oz Joibvulb to the Presi¬
dency, or the momentary elevation of M. he Cbakbobd to
the throne of hie grandfather, would concentrate exactly ae

many antipathies as Louis NAroi.ro* has now to struggle
with ; and no competitor can briag the moral weight attach¬
ing to the man who has steered France without any aignal
discredit through the shoals and quicksands of the last three
years. >
When we view attentively the movements of the different

parties in this quarter, it must be acknowledged that the con¬

dition of France may well he thought alarming. Tfeere are

no visible materials in the country for any form of govern¬
ment except a Republic. The elder branch of the dynastic
family is hated and despised ? the younger has been ruined.
The late peerage was the mere creature of law ; it had no

power in itself, derived either from public opinion or its own
wealth.
The Parliamentary Committee of Permanence met this

week \ no debate took place, and the sitting passed in conver¬

sation. All were agreed that the crisis to be resolved in
1852 had already commenced. The following are the reports
ifi. circulation :

The Debuts says that it Was generally rumored that the

negotiations entered into with M. Billaolt for the forma,
tion of a Cabinet had failed. Tho Union states that it was
announced that M. Bitlault had returned to Nantes. The

Meuager says that M. Billault demanded that the President
should withdraw his candidature for the Presidency in 1852.
The Sieele affirms that M. Billault held that the abrogation
of the law of May would be spoiled by mixing it up with re¬

vision, and that the President ought to abandon the initiative
of the latter. Others report that M. Billault was favorable to

extensive changes in the electoral law, hut was not prepared
to propose its entire abolition.
M. Billault is an eminent advocate of Nantes. In the

Chamber of Deputies he was a violent opponent of the policy
of M. Guizot, particularly as regarded the entente cordiale
with England. In 1842 he chit fly contributed to the with¬
drawal of the treaty admitting the right of search for the sup¬
pression of the slave trade ; and he was one of the leading
speakers who stormed about the Pritchard indemnity.
The return to universal suffrage ia already regarded as

achieved. In fact, the majority of 483, by which the restrictions
were voted in May, 1850, are now thoroughly convinced that
even if they opposed, without the defection ofa single vote, the
President's proposal to abrogate the law, such a course might
indeed lead to civil war between the Powers, but could be of
no practical effect in assuring its execution. Nothing short
of that force of which the Executive atone dUposes can ex-

dude the three millions of disfranchized electorshom the polls.
Strange reports are said to have arrived from beyond the

Rhine. The revolutionary tendency manifested in the high
regions of power has thrown serious alarm into the midst of
Europe. The eventualities of war, excited by Democracy,
are foreseen, and armaments and levies, of contingents are

spoken of.
If the moderate parties do not become masters of the situ¬

ation by their union, France will perhaps be placed in the
necessity of combating anarchy within and making war

abroad.
The law of May is considered by all parties as virtually

abrogated. A commanding and dominant intellect is requi¬
site for France ; want of energy ia always fatal to the person
who exhibits it in this country. Even the most desperate
coup d'etat would have greater chance of success than a tem¬

porizing policy.
Louis Napoleon may have acted unwisely in declaring him¬

aelf as he has done, but it would be fatal to him to mike
another admission of error. The anger of his adversaries
would be converted into contempt, and he would lose all
moral influence over those who have been hitherto his friends.
No Ministers yet appointed. A decree of the President of
the Republic has just appeared in the Moniteur, placing the
departments of the Cher and the Nievre under martial law.

APPOINTMENT BY THE PRE8IDENT.
Nathan Sargent, Register of the Treasury, in

the place of Townsend Haines, resigned.
A phrase in our Daily of yesterday, in reference

to the object of the Mission of Dr. Kinxle to the
United States, written in haste, ill expressed our

meaning. We had no intention, by calling his
mission M the most unexceptionable " of the efforts
to engage this country in the politics of Europe,
to say that it was not exceptionable. We should
have expressed our meaning better if we had said
that it was the least exceptionable, as inviting only
pecuniary aid.

Mr. Clay..-During a portion of the session of
the House on Monday, the venerable form of the
Sage of Ashland was seen upon the floor. He
was greeted with the respect due to his great cha¬
racter. Time is evidently doing its work upon his
body, but the great soul is untouched; and we
were gratified to learn that there has been a decid¬
ed improvement in his physical health within the
last two or three weeks. He expects to leave home
for Washington about the 15th instant.

Frankfort (Ky.) Commonwealth, 5th.

Tbbbk Gbbat *B(rs-or-TBB-Li*B..The Boston Courier
reminds Us that there Are new in that harbor three great sh'ps-
ctf-the-line.the Ohio, the Vkbmobt, and the VtaerarA.
each said to be remarkable for its model, its sue, and accom¬
modations, the Excellence of the materials of which it is com¬
posed, its strength, and fitness for sea snd battle. They are
called 14 s, bat are capable of carrying one hundred and ten
guns escb, together with s complement of one thousaod men,
and all the provisions, stores, and munitions for a three years'crais«, not omitting twenty tons of powder for each vessel.
These costly and splendid floating citadels are all at the navyyard in Charlestown, and never fail to Mtract the attention of
.tran«ersan<l others, as, varying their position somewhat with
he tides, they seem to extend themselvss like leviathans, and
loom «p over the waves.

A v«ry singular meteor was observed passing ovsr the west
part of the city of Schenectady on 8unday evening. It ap¬peared to emit itsrlf perpendicularly from a dark doud, ex¬pand aad contract in sixs, and withdraw again in the c'lond.Tbe co|or was so intense blnewh white. A young gentlemandirectly beneath it motived a sharp electric shock. No reportat an explosion wss heard.

ExtbaOBbibaby Sasacitt..On Monday afternoon, asthe Morris and Essex railroad train was returning to Ntw-
ark,when within about a mile of the depot an infant was dis¬
covered lying or crawling on thetrsok. A large NswfoUnd-
lssd dog, bt longing to James Bishop, Esq., rushed for¬
ward, end, »e ting tbe child, bore him to a place of safety,tbe locomotive almost grasing the^dog..Newark Daily Adv.

THE BIEGE OF MATAMOROS.

The New Orleans papers of the 3d instant con¬

tain the following particulars respecting yhe siege
of Matamorosby the Insurgents of Northern Mexico,
of which we hate heretofore had a brief, and not

altogether a correct, account by Telegraph:
By the arrival of the steamship Fanny, Capt. Actn. froaa

Brases St. lago the 30th ultimo, we learn that CiiTiUL
waa itill fighting in Matamoroe, having been engaged *wce

the »let. He had taken the we* aide of the town, and was

within four blocke of Gen. AvAioe'e quartere in the Plexe,
which ia atrongly fortified with eight piecea of cannon, ao ar¬

ranged a* to protect each other. It is euppoeed that Carvajal
could have taken the place in a few houre; but hia object wn
to eave citizene and property, and from that conaiderauon the

aiege baa been projected much longer than waa anticipated.
On the 23d a fire took place in the large building known

aa the " Delurio," and deatroyed every thing before it, aa far
aa the cuatom-houee, which waa likewiae conaumed with all
the good.. On the night of the 25th the large atore of Mr.
Lopez took fire and waa conaumed. The whole building and
gooda in the atore, amounting to fifty or aixty thouaand dol¬
lars belonging to Mr. Delaen and other* were laid in aabea.

Gen. Atalos, on the 23d ultimo, issued prdera for every
American aeen in the atreeta to be ehot down.
The Mexican war ateamer Neptuno arrived at Breads 0,1

the 20tb, with 150 men under command of Gen. Cabai'.
The U. 8. ateamer Mcntorio, having received ordere from
Capt. Panes, in command at Fort Brown, received the
troope on board, to take them to Matamoroe. She pioceeded
u fly u the inside of the mouth of the Rio Grande, when
ahe received ordera to return to Braaoa and re-embark the
troope on the Neptuno, Gen. Canrajal having proteated to

Capt. Phelpa against auch proceedings.
Mr. J. H. Lohostexth, a respectable merchant of many

yeara standing in Matamoros, waa ahot through the body
while standing on the roof of hia house, and died of his
wounds on the 23d.
The American Consul, J. F. Waddkli, retired a sbot

in the cheek while at the fire above stated. Capt. Fohb was

also wounded in the bead, but it ia supposed that he will be
able to take hie command in a few days.
The report up to the laat date was that Gen. Garvr.ja,'e

loss was three killed and fifteen wounded. He haa but one

piece of artillery, and is compelled to do the fighting with
small guns.
The loss on Gen. Avaloa'a side waa 150 killed and wound¬

ed. Avalos was also wounded in the leg, while in 'Jae act of
jumping through a window.

FROM MEXICO,

The New Orleans papers hare accounts from
the city of Mexico to the 15th ultimo. Mr. Letcher
arrived there on the 8th.
There Is not much news in the papers. The Government

is represented to be almoat at a atand-still, paralyzed by lack
of means and energy. The treasury is empty, and the
councils of the State discordant.
On Monday, September 29, Mr. Dotle, the Engliah Min¬

ister, had an interview with the Mexican Presideit, to de¬
mand a satisfactory answer to Lord Palhihstok's last note
on the diplomatic agreementa between Mexico and England.
The Britiah Miniater offered peremptorily to Mexico the
choice of giving a judicial decree in favor of her British cre¬

ditors, or of seeing her porta blockaded.
The Government had demanded authority from Congress

to raiae andtranaport 2,500 National Guards to the theatreot
the Camargo revolution. It is opposed by the press, on the
ground that two-thirda of the men will desert before they
reach Matamoroe.
A law was promulgated on the 9;h October, which pro¬

vides that all foreign articles imported into Mexico shall pay
a duty of eight per cent. The articles are at no other time to be
subject to any 8tate or National impost. The General Govern¬
ment and the 8tate in which the impost shall be paid ahall
equally ahare the proceeds between them, and other States
shall be credited duly with their share. The law is to take
effect in four montha from promulgation.
The Senate has, by a vote of 19 to 18, ad.nitted a motion

in favor of raising the obnoxioua taxes at the porta of V era
Cruz and Tampico.
The Mexican papera have newa aa late aa September 15th

from Yucatan. There tad been a military revolt of the rol-
diers at Tibvauw. Th« ivroil had bwu Bupyrewwd, and six
soldiers shot.
The Monitor of the 11th ultimo contains the official reports

from Jos* Mahia GAmciA, the commander of the Mexican
forces during the late fight which terminated with the capture
of Camargo by Carvajal. Garcia states that on the 19ih the
Cabecilla, Joee Maria Carvsjal, appeared before the town
with seventy adventurers, armed with rifles, and a hundred
Mexicans, a portion being mounted and the rest on foot.
Garcia did not go out to attack the enemy, aa he had only
eighty-eight men. He waa consequently compelled to re¬

ceive their assault, and, after a stout resistance, to capitulate
in the manner already known to us. He puts his loss at fire
killed and aix wounded.

Naval. According to the last accounts from
Valparaiso the United States store-ship Supplywould sail for home about the 10th or 15th of Oc¬
tober. The Falmouth expected to follow in a
week or ten days after, or as soon as her crew re-
covered, from scurvy and diarrhoea, from which
they were suffering, in consequence of arduous
service. The St. Mary's, it was thought, would
be dispatched as soon as the troubles in Chili were
settled, to San Francisco, for the purpose of taking
to their homes certain Japanese, who have been
promised a passage by our Government. From
the East Indies she would return home via the
Cape ofGood Hope. The officers of the squadron
were all well.

Anti-Slavery Emissaries..The British Anti-
Slavery Society have sent over to this country a
Mr. Scoble, who is to lecture us on the duty of
putting down slavery. Mr. S. had better attend,
in the first place, to the condition of the oppressed
in his own country, who are infinitely worse off
than the slaves here ; and then to the fact that, if
he wishes to put down slavery, it is rather his duty
to go where there are slaves. South Carolina or

Mississippi would be a much better theatre for his
philanthropic exertions than New England or New
York. He would be then in the line of his duty.

[ Connecticut Courant.

ScRPiueiH* the Ttrmns..The Boston barque 8tamboul,
on the 1st of October, arrived at Alexandria, Egypt, with a

casgo of Massachusetts ice, the first e*r brought to Egypt
from any part of the world. "All Alexandria and the re¬

gion round about," safe a letter from tbe-ceptaln of the Stam-
boul, " flocked on board and around her to see the . frozen
water.' The Pacha, the High Admiral, and all the distin¬
guished officers of the Government visited the barque and in¬
spected her cargo ? and, after these, peeple of all degrees.
She was literacy crowded while a block of ice remained in
her." The entire cargo waa purchased by the Government,
and waa all discharged and atowed ashore in forty-eight hours
after the vessel's arrival.

PinvavLTAHiA N*w Sera**! Coonr..The Judges
elect of the 8upreme Court of Pennsylvania are to meet at

HerrWburg on the 14th instant to draw lota for their respec¬
tive terma. Certificatea of the reanlt are to be famished to the
Secretary of the Commonwealth, when the new Judgea will
be commissioned. The first seesion of the new bench in banc
will be held in Philadelphia on the firet Monday of December
next.

The late Aiuux G. Tito*raow, of New York, has left
about two hundred thousand dollara to charitable societiee of
that city. Among them are the following :

American Bible Society *222American Tract Society «0,«J»UAmerican Home M. Society JO, 000
New York Ihete Colonitenoo *0,000
Central Beard of Education 20,000
American B. C. F. Mission 20,000
Deef and Dumb Institution *0.000
Blind Institution 20,000

EXTEN8I0N OF THE MANA88ES GAP RAILROAD.

We call attention to the Railroad Convention to
be held at Romney, Virginia, on the 25th instant,
the object of which is explained by the letter which
we publish below, and is one of great interest to
this city and District, as well as to the State through
which the route passes :

Roxhet, (Vibgibia,) Novsbbib 10, 1851.
Diab 8ih ; You may have seen, from the public paper*,

notice of a Railroad Convention to be held here on Tuesday,
November 25, to conaiiler the practicability and expediency
of an exteasion to the Manaaaea Gap railroad from Suasburg,
(in Sbenandoab county,) ita prevent western terminus, to

Paddy town. In aome two or three communication* of mine,
which found their way into the Alexandria Gazette, waa

found the origin of thia railroad acheme. The idea was

pressed upon public attention with aome more prominent ar-

gumenta in aupport of the propoaition, until the Manaaaea
Gap Railroad Company haa taken hold of the sut ject serious-
ly, (aa I am advised by ita eateemed President, Edw. C.
Mian hall, Esq.,) detailed an engineer to explore the route,
and urged thia Convention for the 25th inatant, to bring the
matter up, aa a subject of inquiry and discuaeion, to the
several countiea and corporationa interested.
The Manaaaea Gap Railroad Company and Corporation of

Alexandria are understood to hava appointed delegataa alrea¬
dy. A meeting la called hero for Saturday next, which pro-
miees to be fully attended, for the purpose of naming our

cjHinty delegation. The county of Hardy haa promised co-

operauJ*! BQd other countiea have been addressed on the

aubjecL >V® propoee, moreover, to publish in the Cumbar-

land paperi M ^ citation to the coal and iron companiee of

Alleghany county to delegatea j to addreaa a special
invitation to the President of Baltimore and Obio Rail¬
road Company to be present at the Convention, as an expo¬
nent of the views of his company on the .^object 5 and toy00,
aa deeply interacted in the procecotion of thiV enterprise, TIT
addreaa a particular invitation to be with us on that occasion
and take part in our deliberatlona.
The arguments in favor of Ihia road will readily present

themselves to your outlld. Its immenaa importance to.our
great inexb*aSuble coal field.that aource of unimagined
w«'-itn and prosperity to Hampshire.is entirely apparent.
The day fixed for the Convention is the 25th instant,

Tueaday. It ia very desirable to procure a representation of
the Corporation of Washington in the Convention.

Hoping to find you here to share our counsels and aid our

deliberations on that important occaaion, I remain yours,
AND. W. KERCHEVAL.

POWDER A8 A MOTIVE POWER.

FROM THE BOSTOX TRi.VZJLI.SB.

We have had an opportunity of inspecting a model of a

novel and very curious machine, invented by Mr. Daggett,
of Roxbury, well known for bis ingenious and not altogether
unsuccessful attempts to construct a machine for flying, or

travelling in the air.
The present invention is an engine to produce either

stationary or locomotive power, without the aid of steam.
the propelling medium being nothing but gunpowder, and a

very email quantity of that, acting by concuasion upon com.

pressed air. The machine ia very aimple, consisting of a

large reservoir, constructed ol iron, in the form of a steam-

engine boiler, with two explosive chambers attached to it on
one aide. At the connexion of these explosive chambers
with the reservoir there are valves which open into the re-

s rvoir, against a spring.
The reaervoir being filled with atmospheric air, a blast is

given in one of the explosive chambers. This shock acts as a

plunger to an air-pump, and forces a new supply of atmo¬

spheric air from the explosive chamber into the reservoir. The
air ia of courae worked offfrom the reservoir, like steam, ope¬
rating upon a piston, and giving the motive power. When
one explosive chamber has been discha'ged and the valve
closcd, as it is instantly by the force of the spring, the action
of the machine ia such as to produco a similar discharge in the
other chamber.and thus a regular and constant fresh supply
of atmospheric air is kept up. The discbarge is effected by a

hammer, moving backwards and forwards with the machine,
and striking, in the manner of a gun-lock, upon the explosive
chambers alternately. The powder is sullied
by tbe moTenMnt of amctone, and in such quantities as

may be desired.the arrangement being such as to admit of
the application of more qr lees as greater or less power of pro¬
pulsion may be required. It is evident from the experiments
made with the model, that an astonishingly small quantity of
pewder will be requiaite for any practical purpose to which
the machine may be applied. Chemists who have examined
it vary in their estimates of the quantity which will be requir¬
ed to propel an ordinary locomotive. None, however, set it
higher than half a pound to the mile.

Mr. Daggett, we believe, has taken measures to secure

patents for bis machine, both in this country and in Europe.
SUNDAY AMU8EMENT8.

The Paris cos respondent of the Journal of Commerce gives
the annexed account of the mode of spending Sunday in the
French capital :

" Yesterday.the Sabbath.at two o'clock, when I hap¬
pened to be on tbe Boulevards, all the bourgeois, male and
female, were hastening to the Races in tbe Champ* de Mara,
the last of the seaaon for thia capital. Seldom haa any feati.
val or sport of the kind attracted a larger confluence of spec-
tators of all clsssee. More than two hundred equipagee of
the richest description were counted within the cords. The
chief interest was created by the great national stake* of four¬
teen thousand franc* for horae* and marea of four yeara and
upward*. There were eight entries for thi* prise, and the
horse* were all ran. The style in which Messina, a filly,
won both heat* was exciting and beautiful. The whole force
of the Jockey Club wa* present Detachments of lancer*
passing frequently over the area, with their flags and dacilinguniforms, rendered the spectacle the more brilliant and pfo-
turesque. Lord and Lady Normanby, alway* the most ob¬
served wherever they appear, of the diplomatio corps, were
misaed yesterday. It seem* that aome strictures of the Lon¬
don pre*, about the profanation of the Sabbath, had a little
effect. These, however, would scarcely have prevailed if
President Louis Napoleon could have bees present. The
President was busy in completing the arrangetnenta for a new
Cabinet. A ministerial crisis of a fortnight had provrd too
severe a trial for the patience of the Parisians. It was time
to patch up something.parliamentary, semi-parliamentary,
or extra-parliamentary.the three ministerial varieties of the
day. Not one of the papers of yesterday evening or this
morning, Conservative, Republican, or Bonapartiat, could in¬
form ua positively of the success of the President's unremittingnegotiations.""
Latxb from Havaba..By the arrival ot tbe brig Adda

from Havana, which port she left on tbe 1st instant, we leam
that Mr. Thrasbbb was still in confinement, and that a re¬

port waa current at the time of her Bailing that hia brother
had been arrested on tbe previous day. We have beard that
there is a rumor likewise in Havana to tbe effect that aome
papers had been discovered in the cfficeaf Mr. J. 8. Thrasher,
in the handwriting of Lonz, which implicated hia brother,
and most probably other individuals..Charleston Courier.
Nbw Babbs IB Oaio.-1-The following list of Banks re¬

cently eatabliahed in Ohio, under the free banking law, is
from Lerd'a Cincinnati Detector for October :

Pickaway County Bank, at Circleville ; 8tark County<Bank, at Canton; Iron Bank, oflronton^ Merchants'Bunk,of MaasiKon 5 Springfield Bank 1 Forest City Bank, of
Cleveland5 Union Bank, at Sandusky city ; The Miami
Vallry Bank, at Dayton 5 The Bank of Commerce, Cleve¬
land { Bank of Marion ; Champaign County Bank, at Ur-
bana ; Saving* Bank, of Cincinnati.
The following have filed their certificates with the Auditor

of State, and will probably immediately complete their or¬

ganisation :

Drovers' Bank oCfludson, Hudson ; Northwestern Bank
of Ohio, Toledo; Merchants' Bank of Toledo, Toledo;Frsnklio Bsnk of Portage County, Franklin; Tradesman'*
Bank of Cleveland, Clevelatd } Bank of Medina, Medina.

A Win Accidebtam.b Killes m ber HeSBAK»..The Warsaw New York* give* tbe particulars of sn acci¬
dent by which Mr*. Tine, of Covington, wife of William
True, wss killed by ber owa husband. Mr. T. waa driving
a stake Into tbe ground, and a rail was placed for him to
stand upon, with aa* and in . chair and the other upon the
aill af the bam. Ooa end of the rail wae held by Mrs. T. to
steady it. While Mr. T. waa in tbe act of striking upon the
.take with an axe hi* feat slipped aad ha faH towards bis wifir,the axe striking open bar heed with such forae a* to eane*
immediate death. Na o*e witn*sard thi* unfortunate acci¬
dent exoept the buaband, who was thus made bis wife's exe-

Lpationcr. A coronor's jury rendered a verdict in eoeordance
with the above statement.

AFFAIR8 ON THE RIO GRANDE.

Th* " Rio Bravo" of the 29th ultimn ntains a

correspondence between Ca^>. J. 1 helps, of
the u[ S. Army, commanding at Fort Brown, and
Gen. |ose Maru Car\. l, <*i mmvuider of the
revolifionary fore s on the Mexican side of the
Rio Grande. It originated in a protest, addressed
to Caft. Phelps by Gen. Carvajal, dated the 24th
instant against the use of United States Govern-
ment steamers for the purpose of transporting rein¬
forcements from Brasos Santiago, in Texas, to Ma-
tamoros, for Gen. Avalos. To this protest Capt.Phelps leturned the following answer:

FoaT Biovx, Tixir, Octobzb 25, 1851.
To Jos* Mabia J. CiHvuAt:

8ib: I received year note of ihe24'.h instant this morning,informing me that you had learned that s vessel belonging to
the United Stales is at present en route from the mouth of the
Rio Grande with reinforcement* for Gen. Avalos, and solemn¬
ly protesting against this open outrage upon the rights of the
people in whose behalf you presume to speak.
To the person who delivered me this note I gave a verbal

response u this effect s that to a document of such a peculiarcharacter I should hardly koow bowato reply, even ihoogb it
should emanate from one in a recognised official position; and
this was tae only action that I ever expected to have the honor
to take in the casein connexion with your movements.

But, air, event*, fraught with the most seriods consequen¬
ces to the Uaited States, as well as to the interests of human
ity itself, ire transpiring before my eyes. Since the receipt of
your note I have come in possession of authentic information
that renders it imperative upon me, for the proper execution
of the instuctions with which I am charged, emanatiog from
the Government of the United States, to ascertain what posi*tion it is you deem yourself now occupying before the civiliz¬
ed world. I have learned, sir, that the forces which are aaid
to be under your command are not only attacking aad de¬
stroying bj fire the property ef peaceful American citizens,but that tley have desecrated the flag and fired upon and
wounded tie Consul of the United States, against the fatal
conscqueues of which I now solemnly warn you in the name
of »y Government.
As early a rep1* ^ ®xP*cte(1 ** W auitabla to your conve-

nience.
, ,. z .

¦

I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. W. PHELPd, Capt. Lt. Co. B, 4th Art,Com'£ the U. S. forces of Fort Brown.

From the reply of ^!en. Carvajal we copy such
portions as serve to define his position and that of
the party with which Ve is acting, as well as his
answers to the allegations of Capt, Phelps, as

follows: I
To you and all other persons who are not practically ac¬

quainted with the oper-Uion^ of iho Nation*! Government of
Mexjco, it may be somewhit difficult to explain the weight
and galling severity of thn grievances, abuses, and oppres¬
sions under which the peqfde of this unhappy country have
groaned and straggled siote the era of its nominal indepen¬
dence. /These aggressions bf» at length become insupportable*
and, by a spontaneous, United, and patriotic outburst among
them, they have resolvid to strike off their chains, and to
stand on their native scpl unshackled freemen. This was the
exalted spirit that dictated the action of the people of Guerre¬
ro, Camargo, Reynosaf Mier, and other independent towns
of the North. I
When the people assembled to consider in what manner

their rights and libertfes could best be preserved, by common
consent, without any agency of my own, I was chosen to
lead this patriotic enterprise. I accepted the appointment
with pleasure, haviijg seen and felt the iniquitous exactions
to which my countr/men were daily subjected, and the des¬
potic outrages conanntly practised upon them by the minions
of power in the name of freedom. I have raised the standard
of liberation, and (fundreds of my aggrieved countrymen have
rushed to its support.

Oppressed and borne down by the organized military des-
po'ism of the Central Government, I knew that my country¬
men, brave and levoted as they were, could not, in the first
hour of Ihe strui gle, single hsnded and alone, cope with such
an enemy. W h the approbation and consent of my fellow-
citizens, I inviu I a number of Americans residing along this
frontier, well a< uainted with our habits, feelings, and inte¬
rests, to partici ate wi h us in Ihe glorious effort to vindicate
our rights. Tr te to Ihe instinct of their nation, they yielded
a ready assent o the call, and have been from the beginning
of this contest among the bravest and mo.t determined of the
gallant party which I have bad the honor to lead.

I have presented myself before the city of Matamoroe, upon
the invitation of many of the most influential and respectable
citizens of this jurisdiction, and, instead of finding myselfand
troops receivedV'th open arma as liberators, we wera met
with ramparts bristling with bayonets and cannon, and wiih
the atom frown of military defiance. I found that the myr-
midons of the Central Government bad fraudulently declared
the city in a slate of siege, while I was in Camargo with myforces, and ventured on the crime of high treason by annul¬
ling the revsaus laws of Mexioo, and reducing the rates of
import duties to as low, if not a lower scale, than thoae de¬
manded by the people who first moved in this great work of
reformatipn. I sawia an instant that itwas a mi re trick to throw
my ci'iz^us off thai* guard, and to enable a few foreign mo¬

nopolist SO enter the lists of smugglers by overwhelming
Mitamoros with goods which were either contraband or on
which the full legs duties were never paid.

Under this pretended system, established by Gen. Avalos,
upward of half a nillion of dollars worth of goods were ille¬
gally introduced irto that city, and it is with the partial du¬
ties levied from tbesse goods that the enemy opposed to me
feeds, recruits, and sustains himself. "I he owners of these
goods also, and their friends, have, prompted by their ioter-
es*, inflamed the mimosity of the people of Matamoros, and
led them rashly and blindly to resist us, who were their best
friends, who csme to share with them the blessings of equali¬
ty, justice, and liberty.
When I perceived this to be the condition of things, 1 re¬

solved to meet the crisis in a manner becoming my duty, my
position, and the expectation of thoee who had confided the
standard of reform to my hands. I demanded a peaceful
surrender of the city j I sought to avoid bloodshed, but I
found no alternative except to abandon the cause, or carry it
through with the right arm of freemen. Seveial sharp en¬
counters have ensued; my men have not disgraced their
colors, and we are resolved to conquer the military despots
in Matamoros or to perish in the attempt.

Such, sir, have been the events that produced the present
condition of affairs in the city of Matamoros, and such is the
position I occupy in the face of the civilized world.
You have been pleased to state, sir, that the forces under

my command are said to be attacking and destroying by fire
property of peaceful American citizens, and that they have
also desecrated the flag, and fired upon and wounded the
Consul of the United States.

It is utterly false that the forces under my command have
attacked or destroyed private property by fire or in any other
manner. The fire that occurred in Metamoros on Friday
was not kindled by my orders, or by any of my men. The
torch was applied by the enemy, and as the wu.d was setting
at the time in the direction of my headquarters and the place
of depoeite for my ammunition, it seriously endangered the
safety of both ; and as a large amount of goods wore consum¬

ed, a portion of which had not found their way to that place
through the regular ordeal of the custom-house, my interest,
omitting my abhorrence of such a mode of warfare, would
have restrained me from this incendiary course. It was the
work of the enemy, and on their heads be the responsibility.
80 far as relates to the allegation that the American Con¬

sul was fired on and wounded, I am unable to give you any
po-itive assurance. This much I can emphatically state, that
his flag and his official residence were scrupulously respected.
If he abandoned these and mixed with the throng in the
street*, or herded with the enemy, or assisted the porters in
securing bales of goods under the fire of our guns, and was
thus wounded, it was his own fault, and he has to right to
complain.

,So far as respects your statement that I have been engaged
in violating the laws and territory of the United States, I beg
lesve to assure you that you have been g'ossly deceived. I
have been engaged in neither; and when I consider the ex¬

traordinary efforts that you, and other officers of the Govern¬
ment of the United 8taies co-operating with you, have made
to restrain such violation*, I cannot help believing yon have
been hastily led ta put credit io what a few moments' eober
lefliCtion would oonvir.ee you w»s a groundless imputation.

I have seen steamers of the United States plying, with
cannon on their decks, ug and down the river, with the
od purpose to arrest all violation of the neutrality laws of that
Government, and I have seen troop* wearing the uniform of
the United States, with csnnon pointod st the: ferries within
pistol shot of my encampment, by d»y end by right, hailing
all persons creasing the river, subjecting them to a rigid ex¬

amination ; and it must be taken for granted that nil these
applianc . have been faithfally and ligorously used to enforce
the neutrality laws of your country.

In conclusion, I beg lesvs to sssure you tbat my respect for
the institutions, flag, and people of the Coiled States «s so

high and so sincere that I *h<*uld esteem it one of the gieet-
est misfortunes of my life if I had done or countenanced aught
that could jusily offend the oieest sensibilizes of any of be<
causens.

Capt. Phelps, it appears, replied to Gen Car-
yajal in a second letter, which the " R'w Braro
could not conveniently publish in connexion with
the above correepondence.
The New Orleane Picayune saya, upon it« own

authority, tbat after rolling all night in yonr berth at see, till
you are miserably aick, it ia irritating to have * steward open
the door in the morning and aik if you will have a [run roll
for breakfast.

EDITORS? CORRESPONDENCE.
Maco*, (Giomcia,) Norm sir 7, lg5i.

Gumm : The Convention of the Cotton Planter* her*
wee one of the most influential and wealthy assemblages ever
convened in the South. I am happy t0 say that tueir pro-
ceedinga were characterised by no violence or party excite-
men». ft WM a of lhjukjngf determined, and digni¬
fied gentlemen. The commercial policy of the South, eo far
.» the cotton interest ia concerned, haa been decided on. The
contest will now be one bringing out in full force all the ener¬

gy and resource# of the South. The rt.uk no one can
doubt. The policy of 44 dire:! trade" wa. unanimoualy and
eDtbuauaticaily adopted. I have sesn many planter/from
the interior ilnce, and received letter, from other., and there

be
We mU,t h"Ve di,eCt ,r'de' and U 8htt11

" Direct trade" may be asserted a. established. Seve-*1
cargoe. are secured, and will leave this winter for the north
o| Europe. On the other band, cargoea of foreign merchan-

W1" * to our port., and the thing will be de
monstrated. I have no fear of the result. .

There will be'a large Convention of Cotton Plan'er. held
in May DeXt, at Montgomery, Alabama. In the mean while
I have the 44 premium .ample." of cotton yarn, which I uke

A LEmTSr?,rKOT.°* °r

To his Honor A. C. KisoaiAjm,
Mayor of the city of New York.

r* : The United State! ordered the .team frigate Mini*-

dom to life, because to activity.
I b.tM tbi. ,..|u,i(111 . tb, u

-Web . ».n can mm. I baited it .. . .,|,op.n<1 coo.
bu'-

¦MlBlioo oryour glorious p!opf.
an(* eTer be of all the endeavor, of all

my life.
And when, wiih the noble-minded contentment of the

Sultan, I .tepped on board the Miwiswppi frig*,, ,nd, once
more free, because under your glorioua flag, beard tbe warm
generous welcoming cheer of the officer, and crew.thee*
frank, loyal, gallant men, the true representatives of Ameri¬
can freedom, American greatnear, American generosity I
could not forbear to have the impression that the spirit of
America'. young giant haa ahouted over the waves to Old
Europe's oppressed nation., "DVt de.p.ir, here is a bra
ther'. powerful hand to your aid!" The«e being mi sentiments,
you can judge by them, sir, how fervently I mu.t have wish-
od to have the honor to be conducted by this very frigate to
the United 8 ates.

But I know that tbe sympathy of the United States ia not

given to any man in tbe world for his own sake, but for the
principled sake that he represents. And so I felt convinced
that I would prove unworthy to this sympathy, (this highest
treasure of my life,) .hould I neglect for a .ingle moment tbe
duties which Divine Providence baa assigned to me ; should I
neglect to provide according to the exigencies of circumstan¬
ces for the interest of yonder cause, which the glorious Repub¬
lic of tbe United States honored with it. approbation and ita
sympathy.

It became, therefore, an imperious duty of honor and con¬
science to me not to leave Europe without arranging my pub¬
lic and private affairs, and carefully providing against sny
harm to the saced aim of my life, for that time which I aball
have to enjoy the honor of the hoapitality of your glorioua
bo the most imperious duties of a patriot, a father, and a

man impose upon ma the necessity to stop for a few days in
England before I continue my passage to the United States.

.
Morfan. at Spezzia, and afterward Captain Long, of

the Mi«0i9.ippi, here, did, with the noble kindness of a true
American heart, appreciate the motives of a necessity, and
generously consented to wait the Mississippi in the Bay of Gi-
brajtar for my return from England with the packet boat
which leaves Southampton on the 27th instant.

But the Government of the French "Republic" (not the
t rencb nation, but i's present Government) refused to grant
me permission to pass rspidly through France, by which pas¬
sage I might have spared time and suffering to my wife and
children. And nowrfhe first means of conveyance to Eng¬
land I can avail myself of is only a packet boat, expected to-

"i" lr°m (he Orient, and this too making ele¬
ven days to Sogland (torn taere.
On the other hand, Capt. Ling informs me that any longer

imay here would render not only my associates, but filf> the
officers of the crew of the Mississippi, liable in approaching
the coast of tbe United 8tates at a late season to many suf¬
ferings, by having to ecdure excessively severe cold and
stormy weather.
So considering, on the one side, that the most sacred duties

force me not to leave Europe for some time, before providing
for my affairs in England, and considering on tbe otber side
that, only staying eight or ten days in England, it were en¬

tirely impossible tojoin again the Mississippi here before the
18ih of November, so that of course we could only arrive in
the second half of December on your hospitable shores, it be¬
came absolutely a duty of honor to me not to cause any aug-
men tatan in the hardships and sufferings to tbe officers and
crew of this ship, and not to embarrass them in their public
service, as also to alleviate my own associates m their pa«-
ssge to tbe United States.

These are the motives, sir, which deprive me of the honor
to be conducted to your glorious shores on board the Missis.
sippt frigate { but I feel coosolrd at the idea that in adopting
such a course I not only have relieved those who are on
board the Mississippi from some sufferings, but myself also
will have the high satisfaction an entire m >nth sooner to en¬

joy the happiness of landing at New York, as I am decided
to leave England on board of that steamer which leaves Li¬
verpool on the 7th of November for New York.

Having had the inestimahle pleasure to read reported in
the public papers that the city of New York resolved to ho¬
nor, with a generous reception and hospitality, in my unde¬
serving person, the cause and principles I represent, I regard
it to be my duty respectfully to inform you, »ir, and by your
kind interference and generous city of New York, about
these accidents, and about my intention to leave Liverpool
for your city on the Tth of November.

I confidently hope that the people and Government of the
United States will appreciate my motive., and approve the
course I was bound to adopt.

Let me hope also, sir, that I might nothing have lost by
the imperious necessity of this course from you and your
people. sympathies, which, though conscious not to have
merited, I consider the greatest honor of my life, the highest
reward for my sufferings, and the most honoring encourage¬
ment steadily to go on towards tbat nob'e aim which the
peop.e of the United 8tates lias suctioned and ratified by its
sympathy.
Be pleased, sir, to acccpt the expression of my highest re¬

gards, lasting gratitude, and most distinguished considerstion,
with which I have the honor to be, jour most obsequious

KOSSU1H.
U. 8. steam frigate Mississippi,
Bay of Gibraltar, October 14, 1851.

raox THE HiW Tost COURIER.

The London Chronicle takes Mr. Croskey (the American
Consul at Southampton) severely t» task for tbat sentence in
his speech at the Kossuth banquet where he declares thst
44 the United Slate would be forced into taking an active in¬
terest in European politic.,'' and also the clause relating to

non-inteiveiition, as observed by tbe United States. 44 It
4 must have been edifying," says this journal, .« to hear Mr.
4 Croskey give a lesson in truth-telling by affirming tbat the
4 foreign policy of the American Union was based upon non-
4 interference j and still more instructive to listen while he
enforced a compliment to Mr. Cobden, with the assurance

4 that the Americans were sorry, very sorry, indeed, but if
4 tbe European nation, did not manage their politics a litle
. better they really mu.t step in and set matters to rights."
The Missouri Artiit.We learn from the Colombia

Statesman that Mr. Gito. C. Bisonm has just completed
several beautiful works, which well sustain his rspidly In-
c easing fame as a painter. The most striking of tba collec¬
tion are, "The Day of Election," which, according to the
Statesman, must be a most graphic representation of a scene
familiar to every Mi*«cunan ; " Tbe Candidate Electioneer¬
ing," another admirable transfer to the canvass from real life ;
44 The Ches. Player.," and a beautiful 44 Scene on tba Uhio."
Mr. B., w« are pleased to learn, will shortly bring these pro¬
ductions to St Louis, where be will spend tbe winter.

(.Si- Louw Intelligencer.
r-An enormous tusk was excavated the other day in C'ars-
rnont county, Ohio, by the laborers on the Little Miemi Rail-
read. It wae embedded in eleaa gravel sand, t»enty-tbr»e
feet below the surface of the ground, tea feet below tbe track,
and several hundred yards from the Mismi river, aad some

feet higher than the leeel of its banks. It wes about six feet
in leegth and si* inehee in diameter at the baee. Wb#o first
dueb»n<l it wae to all appearance sound, but upon its b»ing
removed and exposed to the air it crumbled to pieces.

FROM EUROPE.

We learn of the arrival yesterday of the steamers
Baltic and Canada, both from Liverpool.one be¬
ing of the Collins, and the other of the Cunard
line. The latter sailed on the 28th, and the former
on the 29th ultimo.
As well as we can comprehend our despatch,the Canada has made the present trip in lieu of

the Africa, which, having started on her passage,
ran on Copland Rocks, on the coast of Ireland, and
was compelled to put back to LiverpooL The
ship is reported to have suffered considerable dam¬
age, and narrowly escaped complete wreck. None
of the passengers received injury.
Among the passengers in the Baltic is the Hon.

David Tod, late Minister to Brazil.
Cotton had declined a quarter of a cent since

the sailing of the Franklin. Flour and provisionshad also undergone a slight decline. Breadstuff's
generally were dull.
The British Admiralty have come to the conclu¬

sion that it is inexpedient to make any further search
for the lost Franklin and his companions.Kossuth had left the United States frigate Mis¬sissippi at Gibraltar, and gone to England. He ar¬
rived at Southampton on the 23d ultimo, where he
was honored with a public reception. He had also
visited London, but it appears that his visit thither
was of a " strictly private character," and conse¬
quently there was no public demonstration. He
left London on the 29th to attend a banquet at
Southampton. The London Times says that Lord
Palxerston had caused it to be intimated to Kos¬
suth that he would grant him an interview, if the
latter desired it. The Mississippi, with the re¬
mainder of the Hungarian refugees, had sailed from
ClikM.ll** (d%.m (Ka UnOA<l &.U.4ooi
The head of the new French Ministry ie M. »* Tbobis-

jtx, wbo was Advocate General of the Court of Appeal in
Paris during the reign of Louie Philippe. He ie not a mem¬
ber of the Assembly, and politically seems liute known, al¬
though bis general character for energy and conservative views
appears to be relied upon. Of the other membera of the
Cabinet the reputation is such as to show that the conserva¬
tive element strongly prevails. This is particularly the case
as regards the Msrquis db Tcaoor, who ia appointed Minis¬
ter of Foreign Aflaira, and also M. Gibaud, wbo is to be
Minister of Justice. M. Lacrosse is to retorn fo the De¬
partment of Public Works, which he occupied in 1849, and
both be and M. Fobtocl, the new Minister of Marine, are
members of the Assembly. M. Blob oil, wbo take* the
Finance Department, is said to be a nominee of M. Focio,
the outgoing Minister. M. Cohbijt, Minister of Justice, was
Attorney General of the Court of Appeal of Bourgee, where
he once conducted a prosecution against Ledru Rollin, which
failed. M. de Casahiahca, Minister of Commerce, seems
to have been selected almost aolely on the ground of personal
friendabip for the Prealdent. The Prefect of Police is to be
M. Madpas, whose antecedents promise a continuance in the
course by which M. Cabliss, his predecessor, was distin¬
guished ; and Gen St. Abbavd, lately returned from Afries,
is to be Minister at War. The views of this Cabinet are

alleged to be characterized by complete unanimity, and tbe
re-election of the President is one of their leading points, " as
the sureat means of saving the country from anarchy." The
reception of the intelligence upon the Bourse was not favora¬
ble, the funds, which have been drooping for several weeks,
having thereupon experienced a further decline of a quarter
per cent.
. The Duchess d'Anwouleme is dead.

In Madrid rumors prevailed of a change of Ca¬
binet. The Government had fixed the naval esti¬
mate at 85,000,000 reals, being 9,000,000 in ex¬
cess of the present year. The civil list of the
Queen was increased 72,000 reals.
The elections in Portugal were progressing favor¬

ably for the return of a Moderate Chamber.
The news from Rome is that the Pope was ly¬

ing dangerously ill. Rumors of his death were
current, but contradicted. '

The Ministerial crisis in Denmark had been ter¬
minated by the appointment of Y. Blxjhme as Min¬
ister of Foreign Affairs, and Gen. Fleusborg as
Minister of War.
A serious misunderstanding is said to exist be¬

tween the Governments of Austria and Denmark.
A Vienna letter states that the Austrian Cabinet re¬
cently addressed a note to the British and French
Governments, in reply to their protest against Aus¬
tria entering with all her States into the Germanic
Confederation, denying the right of France and
England to interfere in this question, and stating
that Austria will recognise no other judge than the
Diet, if she should call for any decision on the
subject. '

Thb Dcchbss or Aboouiemb..The accounts from Eu¬
rope to-day bring us intelligence of the death of the Duchess
of Angouleme. 8he was the only daughter ofLouis 16th ;
was born December 29, 1778, and had therefore cmttj com¬
pleted her seventy-third year. 8he married her cooain, the
aon of Charlea 10th, and has survived all her family of
the elder branch of the Bourbons, except the two children
of the Duke of Berri.-the Count of Chambord (titular .

Henry 5th) and his sister the Duchess of Parma. On
the return of Bonaparte from E>ba, the Duchess of An¬
gouleme waa the only member of her family (the aole man
among them, as Nspolcon used lo say) who made any cou¬

rageous effort to withstsnd the torrent which wis once more

sweeping them into exile. She subsequently aJdressrd the
troops at Bordeaux, and passionately invoked St. Louis,
Henry 4tb, and other glories of old France, but in vain.
The greater part of the twenty-one years which have pase-

ed since the abdication of her uncle Charlea 10th, in July,
1830, she resided, we belie* ., at Froshdrof, in Germany,
where she dwell in the strictest retirement. We are told
that "early en the morning of each anniversary of he» pa¬rent's execut'on, this daughter of sorrow secluded hersalf in a
chamber hung round with the insignia ofdeath, and, with the
black silk vest in which L^uis died and other relics of the
martyred king and queen before her, remained in solitary
prayer and meditation till the midnight chimes announced
that another anniversary of a fa'a! day had passed into eter¬
nity.".Boston Traveller.
8iboclab Cibccmstakce..A reliable friend detailed re¬

cently to the Editor of the Memphis Enquirer the following
singular and intereating occurrence :
" Since the commencement of the term of the Circuit Codrt

for our county, it became neceasary for Merriweath' r, brother
of the gentl> man aome time since murdered in oar county, to
attend as proetcutor of Peterson, the perpetrator of the horri¬
ble crime. It so happened that he rode the horse that bis de¬
ceased brother was riding cn the day of his murder by Peter¬
son. He wss in the company of some friends, and travelled
the same ro«d. The horse is a very fine spirited bay, docile
in temper, and with an intelligent eye. When tbey ap¬
proached near the acet e of the murder, ths horse maniiejb'd
evident rigi s of alarm and resllessTKs*. Observing the sin¬
gular conduct of the hor S, Merriweatherdeterminrd to give
him the rein a :d watch his movements. As he spproached
near the spot of the murder, ba elevahd his hesd and tail,
and appeared to ba watchful, and frequency uttered that snort
so peculiar to spirited horses when apprehensive of danger.
The noble animal finally smelt the ground aid trailed the
courts which the body of his foimer master hid leen con¬

veyed by his murderer. He finslly resched tie >pot, smelt
tha ground, and pawed and snorted. He then took a circle
in the wotde at a mod. rate tro*, returned to the pUce W^*rethe body was found, and repeated the same ceremony, i bis.
he did several limes in succession. And, wh«-n reined up,
it was with great reluctance that he was forced to leave tte
place."

E.c»r* or Witsisser i* tbb TaaABe.vCAaas.--On
8u( day morning, «b ut 4 o'clock, two of the most important
witmwej io t e Christiana tieas n cases, confined in the
debtor's af artmei t of the Moyamc ising prison, made their
escape, in conneiion with a While Saan. Th*y had tak*n
ihe ¦huiters, which are made like a blind, from their cell, and
with pirces of blankets fe»t»ned them together. This i n«ble4
them to resch the u p of the north wall, from wheoce they
easily descended to tbe ground by neaoa of other piecee of
blankets, having used the material of four bede. Tbeir name*
are Joeephus Washington and Peter Woods. Washington
is an old mao, and baa a family near Christiana. Woods us
rathsr a young man. Tbers is little doubt but they M ae-
sistanee from without..PKiladelpkia Bulletin of Henrfny.


